EARLY   TRIBAL   WARS
determined to seek the religious re-unification of
the Empire on a Christian, instead of a Pagan, basis.
By an instrument commonly, though not quite
correctly, called the 'Edict of Milan' (A.D. 313), he
recognised Christianity as a legal religion, and gave
it his patronage.
Religious peace having been achieved, Constantine
continued the work of reorganisation and defence
begun by Diocletian. He defined the four prae-
fectures more exactly, dividing them for adminis-
trative purposes into dioceses and provinces. He
strengthened the defences of the Empire, and in the
process did a thing that makes his reign for ever
notable. He moved the centre of the Empire from
Rome to a 'New Rome,' called after him 'Con-
stantinople,5 on the Bosphorus (A.D. 330). The
reasons for this removal were, no doubt, partly
religious. For 'New Rome* was free from the
pagan associations of the old city: it was Christian
from the start. But the main causes were certainly
military and political. For in Constantine's time the
most imminent Germanic threats to the Empire came
not from the Franks and Alemans on the Rhine but
from the Goths and their kindred on the Danube.
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The Goths and their kinsmen the Gepidae were
amongst the most easterly of the Germanic peoples.
According to their own traditions their original
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